Garfield Voluntary Stewardship Program
Work Group 

Meeting Notes

Date: September 26, 2016  
Location:  Pomeroy Grain Growers          Time: 2:00 - 4:30 PM





Attendance:  Brad Johnson, Duane Bartels, Mike Cassetto  (City Council), Jim McKeirnan (Weed Board), Sam Ledgerwood (Cattleman’s Association), Tom Schirm (WDFW), Ernie Kimble (Wheat Growers), Seth Claassen (landowner),  Bill Eller (Washington State Conservation Commission), Del Groat (Citizen)
On phone:  John Stuhlmiller (Farm Bureau) Montana Pagono  (Nez Perce Tribe)
________________________________________________  

Commissioner Justin Dixon called the meeting to order at 2:05 pm and welcomed Work Group members and others in attendance. Self -introductions were made.
Agenda Review identified the next meeting date as showing October 24, 2016.
The Minutes of the June 27, 2016 Work Group Meeting were reviewed.  Ernie Kimble moved and Mike Cassetto seconded approval of minutes.  Motioned passed.
Bill Eller Statewide Coordinator with VSP from the Washington State Conservation Commission.  Committees have been meeting for the past six months since all the counties have taken on VSP.  Guidance on Ag Viability and when does a VSP Plan have to be completed by each County will be available soon and monthly meetings are occurring to stay up on current issues facing VSP Work Group.  May have a Work Plan template completed by the committees or local work groups can select their own template.  Providing guidance to work groups, but up to the local work group to put a local stamp on their actions and strategies.  4 State Agencies make up the Technical Panel and will be reviewing the work groups Plan and either they give a thumbs up or thumbs down and then it goes to the Statewide Technical Committee and this group works with the Executive Director of the Washington State Conservation Commission to approve the individual work plans.  Currently working with both groups to ensure that processes are being followed.  Looking for 27 unique work plans with benchmarks and monitoring plans that can be accepted by all user groups.  County wide plan that needs to have outreach with everyone who is unable to make VSP meetings with websites, annual meetings and community events.  The Garfield Work Plan can be completed for each county and make sure that we involve those who are interested in participating.   

Critical Areas and associated agriculture activities.  Excell spreadsheets were provided that showed NRCS FOTG practices and associated critical areas.  Maps of Alpowa and Meadow Creek were presented showing the critical habitat within the watershed and how these critical areas can be enhanced or protected either by implementing non-regulatory activities.  What are the incentives to continue voluntary actions on agriculture lands for recreation instead of active farming activities.

Look at the five critical areas and give examples of voluntary actions that may be able acceptable for local landowners.

John Stuhlmiller provided updates on the statewide committees and interactions between the state technical panel and advisory committee while we move forward we will continue to receive updates and info to help complete our work plan. 

Around-the-Room Discussion occurred regarding next steps and what we need for the work group for the next meeting.

Ernie Kimble – set out good examples of what is needed for our next meeting.  Would like to see information from other organizations that could provide examples of projects (pheasants forever, WDFW, etc)

Jim McKernian – how does fertilizing fit into watershed health?
Bill Eller – getting info from the statewide meetings to the Work Groups and helping us set the stage for development of work plans with goals and benchmarks
Sam Ledgerwood – wanting to make sure that we update the Critical Areas and ensure the maps are correct by either verifying from landowner or a drive by to ensure that the process is non-regulatory just to help set the stage. Asked questions about the FEMA Maps and when they will be presented to the group.  We mainly talk about fish but not the effect ESA species have on landowners.  We can manage for man and the food chain.

Mike Cassetto - Agriculture is the main source of income for the county and how can we benefit tourism for the City of Pomeroy.  Farming has to been habitat friendly and anything we can do to helping the farming and ranching community is a benefit to habitat. 

Goals of Next Meeting:

FEMA Maps need to be identified and presented to the Work Group
Wetland maps identified and presented to the work group

The meeting was adjourned at 4:45 pm.
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