Garfield Voluntary Stewardship Program
Work Group 

Meeting Notes

Date: February 27, 2016  
Location:  Pomeroy Grain Growers          Time: 2:00 - 4:30 PM





Attendance:  Justin Dixon (Garfield County), Brad Johnson, Duane Bartels, Mike Cassetto  (City Council), Jim McKeirnan (Weed Board), Bryan McKeirnan (Pomeroy CD), Sam Ledgerwood (Cattleman’s Association), Ernie Kimble (Wheat Growers), Seth Claassen (landowner), Del Groat (Citizen), Megan Stewart (Asotin Co. CD), Tom Schirm (WDFW), Jennifer Heaton (Asotin Co. CD)
On Phone:
________________________________________________  

Justin Dixon called the meeting to order at 2:05 pm and welcomed Work Group members and others in attendance. Self -introductions were made.
Agenda Review identified the next meeting date as showing April 17, 2017.
The Minutes of the January 9, 2017 Work Group Meeting were reviewed.  Bryan McKeirnan moved and Sam Ledgerwood seconded approval of minutes.  Motioned passed.
Brad presented an idea that Anchor QEA came up with, having two separate sections in the Work Plan.  
Section 1 would be the reader’s digest version and used to set the stage for what is occurring within in Garfield County with regards to Agriculture and maintaining the viability of Agriculture while identifying the critical areas.  Section 1 is a high level overview of what has been occurring in Garfield County and the 2011 benchmark with both critical areas and conservation practices.  Need to describe the VSP Process and how we will identify goals and benchmarks with public outreach and education. 
Farm Stewardship Plan – need to use the NRCS Farm Plan… Ernie asked if this is going to work.  Where is the collaboration between NRCS and FSA?  How can we track this when they are not in part of the Voluntary Process???  Currently Geremy is working with us to some degree but not getting info from NRCS….  Grant County CD has an employee that could get NRCS info for Garfield County.  Is the Work Group interested in working with Grant CO. CD? Is the info worth $4,000 or is it something we need for the Work Plan?  There is funding for the information and there will be information gained that is needed to complete the 2011 Benchmark and what has occurred between 2011 and 2016.

Section 2 will be more in-depth and work at describing the conservation practices and the AG intercept with Critical Areas.  Baseline condition maps for AG and critical areas with critical areas functions and how Ag intercept can affect certain functions.  Analysis for conservation practices implemented and how goals and benchmarks can impact both the benchmark and future of AG within the County.  Outline for both the outreach and implementation plan for protecting critical areas and ensuring the future of AG.  Existing plans and regulations that have been completed or identified for Garfield County.
Duane presented a slide show on what has been completed on mapping and how this impacts both projects and critical areas.  Most of the private lands within Garfield County have been mapped with current cropland and rangeland.  Do we want to use maps to show project locations?  There is a need for maps to track what has been completed but do we want these in the Garfield Work Plan. 

Future implementation funding is identified at $270,000 per biennium and that leaves around $135,000 per year and VSP will only need to be implemented if there is funding for VSP.   

Does the Group have an idea of who they want to lead the Implementation of VSP?  Discussion revolved around waiting to hear what is going to be required of the VSP lead and will be decided at later date.

Do we want to contract with Grant Co. CD to get information regarding high level NRCS program data?  This data will show projects completed prior to 2011, projects completed from 2011 to 2016 and then projects that are contracted out past 2016.  There will be no landowners or locations identified it will just be a high level evaluation of projects completed and what is identified.  The work group unanimously agreed to purchase the info from Grant Co. CD…                                                       

Around-the-Room Discussion occurred regarding next steps and what we need for the work group for the next meeting.

Sam Ledgerwood – discussed other projects that help with AG Viability – windmill’s etc…will work with Brad to incorporate

Justin Dixon - Agreed with Sam and there is a tax value that other residents have to take up and make up… 
Goals of Next Meeting:

· Section one with Garfield Pictures and Maps

· 2011 County baseline conditions from NRCS and Pomeroy CD--- 
· Watershed Description discussing baseline and previous projects

· Parameters that need measured for on-the-ground monitoring and cost estimate – that is to help identify implementation lead 

· Clarify if AG practices implemented can be show as restoration/enhancement on state and federal lands

The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 pm.
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