Garfield Voluntary Stewardship Program
Work Group 

Meeting Notes

Date: February 17, 2017  
Location:  Pomeroy Grain Growers          Time: 2:00 - 4:30 PM





Attendance:  Justin Dixon (Garfield County), Brad Johnson, Duane Bartels, Mike Cassetto  (City Council), Jim McKeirnan (Weed Board), Seth Claassen (landowner), Tom Schirm (WDFW), 
On Phone:  Evan Sheffels (Farm Bureau)
________________________________________________  

Justin Dixon called the meeting to order at 2:05 pm and welcomed Work Group members and others in attendance. Self -introductions were made.
Agenda Review identified the next meeting date as showing May 15, 2017.
The Minutes of the February 27, 2017 Work Group Meeting were reviewed.  Mike Cassetto moved and Seth Claassen seconded approval of minutes.  Motioned passed.
Evan Sheffels talked about the two plans that were submitted by Chelan and Thurston Work Plan to the Technical Plan. Measurable benchmarks and adaptive management sections in the Chelan Plan seem to be liked by the technical panel review.  Need to be direct and have identified adaptive management.  The future funding for VSP looks good, but we need them to agree on the 7.6 million dollar budget and it is in all three budgets.
Brad presented the projects that have been completed from 1997 to 2011 and he and Duane reduced it down to projects completed from January 2005 to 2011 which made the direct seed acres seem more of what is actually happening on the landscape.  Discussion occurred regarding how many acres area actually in a conventional farming practice.  There is definitely not as much summer fallow as there was 20 years ago.
Future implementation funding is identified at $270,000 per biennium and that leaves around $135,000 per year and VSP will only need to be implemented if there is funding for VSP.   

Around-the-Room Discussion occurred regarding next steps and what we need for the work group for the next meeting.

Goals of Next Meeting:

· Section one with Garfield Pictures and Maps

· 2011 County baseline conditions from NRCS and Pomeroy CD--- 
· Watershed Description discussing baseline and previous projects

· Parameters that need measured for on-the-ground monitoring and cost estimate – that is to help identify implementation lead 

· Clarify if AG practices implemented can be show as restoration/enhancement on state and federal lands

The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 pm.
Garfield VSP Work Group

Meeting Notes


